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ARTÍCULOS. – Trascripción audio 

In English, articles are used to specify nouns and are divided into two 

categories: definite and indefinite. The definite article "the" is used to refer to 

specific or particular nouns that are known to the listener or reader. For 

example, "the book on the table" refers to a specific book that both the speaker 

and listener are aware of. "The" can be used with both singular and plural 

nouns, as in "the apple" or "the apples." 

The indefinite articles "a" and "an" are used to refer to non-specific or general 

nouns. "A" is used before words that begin with a consonant sound, such as "a 

dog" or "a university," while "an" is used before words that begin with a 

vowel sound, such as "an apple" or "an hour." These articles indicate that the 

noun is one of many and not uniquely identified. For example, "I saw a cat" 

implies that the cat is any cat, not a specific one. 

There are also cases where no article is used, known as the zero article. This 

occurs with plural nouns and uncountable nouns when referring to things in a 

general sense. For example, "Cats are playful" or "Water is essential for life." 

Proper nouns, such as names of people, countries, or cities, typically do not 

require an article unless they are part of a specific phrase, like "the United 

States." 

Understanding the correct use of articles is essential for clarity and precision 

in English. Misusing articles can lead to confusion or ambiguity, so it is 

important to consider whether the noun is specific or general, countable or 

uncountable, and whether it is being introduced for the first time or has been 

previously mentioned. 

 


